
Hey Shmuel, 
let’s go play 
outside in the 

snow!

...The Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t 

even look in our 
direction!

Sure Yehuda, 
hold on while I put 

on my coat…

Wow! he’s going 
on to yeshiva as if 
nothing happened!

Yehuda was a young student 
who learned in the Chevron 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. One 
night, a rare snow fell. The 
snow blanketed the entire city.

R’ Simcha Mordechai Ziskind זצ״ל, also known as R’ Simcha Zissel Broide, the son of 
 In his early years, he learned in .ירוּשׁלים was born in ,טוֹבא רײֵזל and ר׳ חזקיהוּ אַברהם
 he went to learn ,בר מצוה At the age of .ר׳ מרדכי דוד לוין זצ״ל under תלמוּד תּוֹרה עץ חיים
in ישיבת חברוֹן, where he spent the next 75 years of his life. In 1941, he married Golda 
Miriam ע״ה, the daughter of R’ Moshe Finkel זצ״ל, the ראשׁ ישיבה of Slabodka and
in ראשׁ מתיבתא in 1945 and was appointed שׁעוּרים He began delivering his .חברוֹן
1951. In 1961, he became ראשׁ ישיבה. He was recognized for his sensitivity, חכמה and 
practical דעת תּוֹרה. His ספרים include חלק ביאוּרים ,ש״ם דר ,חבר מאמרי התּוֹרה and מאמרים 

.among others ,חלק

Rebbe, it would 
seem that the 

Rosh yeshiva walked 
away without even 
looking at those 

bochurim...!

What purpose did I have to 
turn around and see who threw 

the snowball? I have no doubt that 
the snowball hit me unintentionally. 
Therefore, why should I have turned 

around? It would have caused 
unnecessary embarrassment to the 

bochurim!

Chevron Yeshivah the next 
afternoon during the break:

Until… To the boys horror, the 
snowball hit the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron, R’ 

Simcha Zissel Broide zt”l, 
squarely in the face.

The boys played 
for some time…

At that moment, both boys 
wished they could disappear 

under the snow. They envisioned 
the sharp look they would get 

from R’ Simcha Zissel.
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ה אַהֲרֹן born in Malat, Poland, to ,ר׳ לײֵבּ )אַרְיֵה זְאֵב( זַצַ״ל  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
(town רָב) and רייכל Kushelevsky, left home at בַּר מִצְוָה age to 
learn in Vina, Lithuania, for 1½ years, before joining  יְשִיבַת

 Gurwicz, when he went ,בְּשֵם אִמוֹ His needed to travel with a passport .מִיר
to Baronovitz. He learned with רְמַן הי״ד לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ  for a תַלְמִיד/חַבְרוּתָא as a ר׳ אֶׁ
year before leaving to Brisk where he joined the שִעוּר of the Brisker רָב. In 
1932, he married לִיבָּא, R' Elya Lopian’s daughter. בְּהַשְגָחַת ד׳, due to R' Elya’s 
wife’s ר׳ לײֵבּ ,פְטִירָה moved to the UK, initially serving as a מַגִיד שִעוּר in  יְשִיבַת
 of ראֹש יְשִיבָה in the East End. In 1948, he became the רָב and עֵץ חַיִים
Gateshead. He served as סְגַן נָשִיא of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל הָעוֹלָמִית. His רָאשֵי  ,סְפָרִים
שְעָרִיםמְאוֹרֵי  and אַרְזָא דְבֵי רַב ,שְעָרִים , are classics today.  

 ד' חשון  
5666 – 5743 
1906 – 1982 

The Brisker רָב took an exceptional liking to  ר׳
ר׳ לײֵבּ קעֶן “ ,and would say זַצַ״ל Gurwicz לײֵבּ
ר׳  ”!R' Leib can [really] learn — !לעֶרנעֶן
יחַ  the famous ,שַדְכָן s’לײֵבּ יר of מַשְגִּ ר׳  ,מִּ
יַאן told ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz יְרוּחָם  Go“ ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳ לֹפִּ
to the יסְקֶר רָב לײֵבּלעֶ ‘ ask for ,בְּרִּ
 was known ר׳ לײֵבּ which is how] ’מאַלאַטר
in יבָה לּוּי He is the .[יְשִּ  you seek. You will עִּ
find in this בָּחוּר more יווּת  and גַדְלוּת בַּתּוֹרָה ,עֲנִּ
ם רְאַת שָמַיִּ  than in any other!” This sufficed for יִּ
 who later referred to his son-in-law as a living ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳
ים ילַת יְשָרִּ  .מְסִּ
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 s generation several opportunities’נֺחַ  offered the people of ד׳ 
to save themselves from destruction. ״י שִׁ יתַו:יד) ר  רֵאשִׁ  questions why (בְּ
 did ד׳ .ark, in order to be saved ,תֵבָה to labor and build a נֺחַ  required ד׳
not need  ַנֺח to do any work to be saved; ד׳ has many ways to perform 
miracles without effort. Why did  ַנֺח have to work hard and build a 
massive תֵבָה for all to see? 
״י   שִׁ  in order for תֵבָה to build the נֺחַ  wanted ד׳ explains that ר 
everyone to see this major construction and ask what was happening. 
 would respond to the questioning of the inquisitive passersby by נֺחַ 
explaining that their ways were angering ד׳ and they had to do שוּבָה  ,תְּ
repent; otherwise the world would be destroyed. The questioning and 
construction were not completed in a month or two —  ַנֺח worked on 
the תֵבָה and answered the people’s questions every day for 120 years, 
giving them many opportunities to do שוּבָה   .תְּ
 When the rain began falling ד׳ was still hoping that the 
people would do שוּבָה  ,He brought down the rain with mercy .תְּ
intending to change the initial rainfall into רָכָה מֵיַבְּ שְּ  ,rains of blessing ,גִׁ
if the people would only do שוּבָה שוּבָהַ .תְּ  starts with a change in the תְּ
heart — a person must regret the sin. Do you know what else is 
required תוֹרָה ןַה  שוּבָה to be part of the process for מִׁ   ?תְּ
    The ְנּוּך חִׁ וָהַשסד in סֵפֶרַה  צְּ וָה teaches that there is a מִׁ צְּ  to מִׁ
verbalize that one regrets a sin based on the words טָאתָם דּוַּאֶתַח  ו  תְּ הִׁ  ,וְּ
and they shall confess their sins (בָרַה:ז דְּ מִׁ   .(ב 

 Why is remorse in the heart not enough? The  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers two 
possible explanations.  
 The first is that when a person verbalizes a thought, it helps 
him come to realize that his actions are not hidden from ד׳. On the 
contrary, by speaking out loud about his sin the person is showing that 
he believes that everything is revealed to ד׳. All his hidden actions do 
not remain locked in his heart; on the contrary — the sins are open 
and ד׳ sees the sins; they are as obvious as when the person speaks 
about them. 
 The second reason that the  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers is similar to having to 
say “I’m sorry,” rather than simply thinking it. You cannot compare the 
two. Speaking the words “I’m sorry” takes effort and means much 
more. Similarly, when a person speaks about a sin, it makes a stronger, 
more lasting impression. A person will think twice before sinning not 
because he needed to verbalize the sin, but because the sin becomes 
far more concrete when a person verbalizes it. 
 The  ְנּוּך חִׁ goes on to explain that after a person expresses his 
regret for his sins it will also create a barrier that will protect him from 
future sins. ד׳, Who is the Ultimate Goodness, Who seeks the best for 
His creation, taught His people the path of שוּבָה  that involves תְּ
mentioning the sin out loud so that His people will sin less and will 
merit blessing and eternal rewards. 
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In honor of all grandfathers/fathers/uncles/brothers/sons that learned in this years  ישיבת חול המועד
 !learning programs that took place across the country and around the world!   Keep it up אבות ובנים

פרשה: נח     הפטרה: רני עקרה לא ילדה... )ישעיהו נד:א-נה:ה(

דף יומי: ביצה ל״ט

מברכים בה״ב     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם   )בְרֵאשִית ט:כז(… יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ  
 … May ד׳ extend יֶפֶת, and may He dwell in the tents of שֵם... 
 The (לו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה teaches that not only did the two 
brothers walk backwards, but they also put their hand over their eyes 
as they did so. Their sensitivity to seeing their father in a 
compromised situation was so intense that it was not enough to 
simply closing their eyes and/or walk backwards. They even put their 
hand over their closed eyes as they walked backward.  
 who selflessly gave ,רָחֵל offspring of ,אֶסְתֵר son of ,דַרְיָוֵש 
away the סִימָנִים to her sister to marry יַעֲקֹּב, rather than let her be 
embarrassed. שְלֹמֹּה was a descendent of תָמָר who similarly was 
willing to give up her life rather than embarrass רַשִ״י .יְהוּדָה explains 
on the words ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם  שֵם and יֶפֶת that both יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ
will be rewarded with a descendent who will build the בֵית הַמִקְדָש. 
 built the majestically שֵם ;בַיִת שֵנִי Cyrus, built the magnificent ,דַרְיָוֵש
glorious בַיִת רִאשוֹן, which was far greater since it Housed the  שְכִינָה.  
 Sensitivity towards the shame of another individual is a sign 
of true greatness and is the source of ultimate בְרָכָה!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Two בָחוּרִים in Gateshead Yeshivah decided to review the 
day’s שִעוּר in the אוֹצָר, library. They told a third בָחוּר that in case 
anybody was looking for them, they could be found upstairs. To 
insure that they would not be disturbed, they agreed it would be a 
good idea to lock the door to the אוֹצָר. About 30 minutes later, they 
heard someone knocking on the door. 
 At first they ignored it and assumed that whoever was 
knocking would walk away if he thought that no one was in there. 
Only their friend knew they were there. As the knocking persisted, 
however, they decided to see who it was. 
 “Is anybody in there?” The voice on the other side of the 
door responded. “Please open up. It is the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  ”.Leib Gurwicz ,ר
 The boys inside decided that if the person knocking was 
interested in playing games, then they would do the same. “Well, we 

are sorry, Leib Gurwicz, but we are not opening up for you.” 
 “Please … I need a certain סֵפֶר in order to prepare שִעוּר.” 
The person who knocked was imitating the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  to a “t”, but ר
that was not unusual. 
 The two young men looked at each other and knew exactly 
what each one was thinking. They were going to drive this fellow 
crazy. “We are sorry, but the אוֹצָר is not available. It is being cleaned 
right now.” The בָחוּר was proud of the original excuse he had come 
up with and was happy that the “mystery man” was becoming 
frustrated. 
 “I beg you, please open up!” The young men recognized the 
tone. It sure did sound like the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  s voice. Either someone’ר
was doing an incredibly realistic imitation of R' Gurwicz or these boys 
were in deeper than they ever could have imagined. 
 They whispered to each other, frantically thinking about 
how they could get themselves out of this mess. Slipping out the 
window into the frigid cold was not a viable option. They decided to 
face the wrath of the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .and deal with it like men ר
 Embarrassed and afraid of what would happen to them, 
they slowly walked to the door and opened it. They could not believe 
what greeted them. 
 Indeed, it was the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .R' Leib (Aryeh Zev) Gurwicz ,ר
He stood by the entranceway to the אוֹצָר, imposing looking in his long 
black coat. The boys braced themselves for what was sure to be an 
embarrassing lecture, but with their heads faced downwards, they 
waited for a few moments and it was quiet. 
 They looked up and smiled. It was a sight that will forever 
be etched in the בָחוּרִים’s memory – R' Leib had placed his hand over 
his eyes so as not to see who had played this trick on him. With a 
quick apology, the boys dismissed themselves and ran from the room. 
What could have become a major embarrassment and source of 
shame for many years to come became an opportunity for the  ֹּאש ר
 .בֵין אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ to teach his students an invaluable lesson in יְשִיבָה

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ט׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*Where there is a clear indication from the borrower that he does not 
intend to pay the loan even though he has the means, a ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  is שְׁ
permitted to enter the home of the borrower to attempt to retrieve a 
כּוֹן ץ חַיִים In such a case, the .מַשְׁ וָה teaches, there is a חָפֵּ  to repay a מִצְׁ
loan (וָה רִיעַת בַעַל חוֹב מִצְׁ וֹת This is similar to any .(פְׁ ית דִין that מִצְׁ  has the בֵּ
responsibility to make sure the וָה ית דִין is upheld. Although מִצְׁ  is בֵּ
aggressively involved in enforcing the payment, they are not allowed to 
sell the borrower as an עֶבֶד to cover his loan. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

While it is the הֲלָכָה that ית דִין פָט cannot sell someone to pay back a loan, the בֵּ  שַעַר הַמִשְׁ
explains that there are some קִים  that are of the opinion that the borrower must fulfill פוֹסְׁ
his וָה  to pay. This means he should must try to hire himself to work for others and use מִצְׁ
the proceeds to pay up his loan. 

• Based on most of נַז כְׁ מוֹרִיד  which does not add ,נוּסָח אַשְׁ
 during the summer, one who remembers not saying הַטָל
 must go back to the אַתָה קָדוֹש after beginning מַשִיב הָרוּחַ 

beginning of רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ   .שְׁ
• However, one whose נוּסָח adds מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer 

does not go back, even if he definitely said מוֹרִיד הַטָל. 

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Leib (Aryeh Ze’ev) Gurwicz זַצַ״ל was a י  who taught every רֶבִּ
moment of his life. His home was across the street from the 
יבָה יבָה facing the ,יְשִּ  building. He would learn in the front יְשִּ
room with his curtains wide open. Just before retiring late at 
night, he would close them. In the morning, he re-opened the 
curtains and learned before davening. He once explained, “ ְיך אִּ
יךְ נוּצט אוֹיס מײַן צײַט! י אַזוֹי אִּ יסן װִּ ים זאָלעֶן װִּ ידִּ יל אַז מײַנעֶ תַלְמִּ  װִּ
— I want my students to know how I spend my time!” 

Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The father of R' Leib 
Gurwicz ״ל צַּ ״ל ,זַּ צַּ ה אַהֲרֹן זַּ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
Kushelevsky, was a descendant of 
a long line of מְדִים  ,teachers ,מְלַּ
and was the town’s רָב. His 
mother, ת רייכל ע״ה  was a ,מָרַּ
direct descendant of the Vilna 
Gaon, a reason that accounted 
for R' Leib adopting many of the 
גְרָ״א   .מִנְהָגֵי הַּ
 R' Leib once told a young 
grandchild that, although he does 
not remember very much from 
his own childhood years, there 
was one episode, which must be 
his earliest childhood memory, 
that he will always cherish. He 
recalled that as a young child, his 
mother made him a special cake 
for his חוּמָש (or סִדּוּר) סִיוּם. The 
family lived in impoverished 
circumstances. However, the 
delight his mother showed by 
baking the small cake stayed 
etched in his memory forever. 
 In a similar vein, R' Leib’s 
father recognized his young son’s 
potential and was very anxious 
for him to learn in the Lithuanian 
 Unfortunately, Malat was .יְשִיבוֹת
in Poland and the countries of 
Poland and Lithuania were on the 
brink of war at the time. Travel 

between the two countries was 
illegal and extremely dangerous. 
 On a cold winter 
morning, R' Leib boarded the 
horse and cart that would take 
him to the border. Once there, he 
would need to slip undetected 
into Poland. Before saying 
goodbye, ה אַהֲרֹן  took off his ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
only coat and handed it to his 
son. R' Leib protested. “How can I 
take your coat when I know that 
you will suffer in the cold?”  ר׳
ה אַהֲרֹן  responded, “I have מֹשֶׁ
already learned in יְשִיבָה and am 
no longer in the early stages of 
growth in תוֹרָה like you are. 
Therefore, you are the one who 
deserves the coat…”   
 My לְמִיד  any ,תַּ
meaningful gesture can be as 
small as a tasty piece of cake or 
as large as giving away the only 
protection from the cold Russian 
winters. However, such gestures 
are sometimes more powerful 
than any ס  R' Leib .שמוּעֶׁ
internalized his parents’  ת אַהֲבַּ
תוֹרָה  which he tenderly ,הַּ
transmitted for eternity to his 
children and לְמִידִים  .תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

Story adapted from Sunset (Hanoch Teller) and interviews 

Understanding
Davening

This Week in History
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Landau of Strikov-Kiniev, הי״ד. He was born in 
Zaloshin to R' Elimelech Menachem Mendel Landau 
of Strikov in 4642 / 3882. In 3432, he was appointed 
 פְטִירָה in Kiniev, near Ostrovtza. After his father’s רָב
in 3416, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק was named Strikover Rebbe. 
However, he remained in Kiniev, a small town with 
just a few dozen Yidden, for it was close to R' Meir 
Yechiel Halevi of Ostrovtza.  
Later, when a fire broke out and burned down the 
entire town, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק moved to Zgerzh, the city 
where his father held court at the end of his life. 
There he founded ית אַהֲרֺן  where tens of ,יְשִיבַת בֵּ
outstanding בָחוּרִים learned. ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק himself 
gave a שִעוּר in the יְשִיבָה. He was active in Agudas 
Yisrael, and participated in the third כְנֶסִיָה גְדוֹלָה in 
Marienbad.  
With the outbreak of WWII, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק and his 
family fled Zgerzh and settled in Warsaw.  ר׳ יַעֲקֺב
 was taken to the Warsaw Ghetto, where he יִצְחָק
was active in עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה, the organization that tried 
to help the י חֲכָמִים  in the Ghetto. The תַּלְמִידֵּ
Strikover חֲסִידִים arranged for the Rebbe to work in 
a uniform factory.  
Later, the Rebbe and his family were transferred to 
a bunker. He lifted the spirits of those who were in 
the bunker. On שְבִיעִי שֶל פֶסַח the Nazis found the 
bunker and sent all the Yidden to Lublin. The Rebbe 
was returned to Warsaw to work, but from there 
they were all sent to Treblinka, where he and his 
son R' Tuviah, son-in-law of R' Avraham of Slonim, 
were killed ם  .הי״ד ,on 4 Cheshvan עַל קִדּוּש הַשֵּ
Another son, R' Avraham Landau, זי״ע, made his 
way to ל  where he rebuilt ,אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
Strikover חֲסִידוּת, first in ל אָבִיב י בְרַק and later in תֵּּ  .בְנֵּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם  שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Caught in the Act (Part 2)

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the



*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם   )בְרֵאשִית ט:כז(… יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ  
 … May ד׳ extend יֶפֶת, and may He dwell in the tents of שֵם... 
 The (לו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה teaches that not only did the two 
brothers walk backwards, but they also put their hand over their eyes 
as they did so. Their sensitivity to seeing their father in a 
compromised situation was so intense that it was not enough to 
simply closing their eyes and/or walk backwards. They even put their 
hand over their closed eyes as they walked backward.  
 who selflessly gave ,רָחֵל offspring of ,אֶסְתֵר son of ,דַרְיָוֵש 
away the סִימָנִים to her sister to marry יַעֲקֹּב, rather than let her be 
embarrassed. שְלֹמֹּה was a descendent of תָמָר who similarly was 
willing to give up her life rather than embarrass רַשִ״י .יְהוּדָה explains 
on the words ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם  שֵם and יֶפֶת that both יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ
will be rewarded with a descendent who will build the בֵית הַמִקְדָש. 
 built the majestically שֵם ;בַיִת שֵנִי Cyrus, built the magnificent ,דַרְיָוֵש
glorious בַיִת רִאשוֹן, which was far greater since it Housed the  שְכִינָה.  
 Sensitivity towards the shame of another individual is a sign 
of true greatness and is the source of ultimate בְרָכָה!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Two בָחוּרִים in Gateshead Yeshivah decided to review the 
day’s שִעוּר in the אוֹצָר, library. They told a third בָחוּר that in case 
anybody was looking for them, they could be found upstairs. To 
insure that they would not be disturbed, they agreed it would be a 
good idea to lock the door to the אוֹצָר. About 30 minutes later, they 
heard someone knocking on the door. 
 At first they ignored it and assumed that whoever was 
knocking would walk away if he thought that no one was in there. 
Only their friend knew they were there. As the knocking persisted, 
however, they decided to see who it was. 
 “Is anybody in there?” The voice on the other side of the 
door responded. “Please open up. It is the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  ”.Leib Gurwicz ,ר
 The boys inside decided that if the person knocking was 
interested in playing games, then they would do the same. “Well, we 

are sorry, Leib Gurwicz, but we are not opening up for you.” 
 “Please … I need a certain סֵפֶר in order to prepare שִעוּר.” 
The person who knocked was imitating the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  to a “t”, but ר
that was not unusual. 
 The two young men looked at each other and knew exactly 
what each one was thinking. They were going to drive this fellow 
crazy. “We are sorry, but the אוֹצָר is not available. It is being cleaned 
right now.” The בָחוּר was proud of the original excuse he had come 
up with and was happy that the “mystery man” was becoming 
frustrated. 
 “I beg you, please open up!” The young men recognized the 
tone. It sure did sound like the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  s voice. Either someone’ר
was doing an incredibly realistic imitation of R' Gurwicz or these boys 
were in deeper than they ever could have imagined. 
 They whispered to each other, frantically thinking about 
how they could get themselves out of this mess. Slipping out the 
window into the frigid cold was not a viable option. They decided to 
face the wrath of the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .and deal with it like men ר
 Embarrassed and afraid of what would happen to them, 
they slowly walked to the door and opened it. They could not believe 
what greeted them. 
 Indeed, it was the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .R' Leib (Aryeh Zev) Gurwicz ,ר
He stood by the entranceway to the אוֹצָר, imposing looking in his long 
black coat. The boys braced themselves for what was sure to be an 
embarrassing lecture, but with their heads faced downwards, they 
waited for a few moments and it was quiet. 
 They looked up and smiled. It was a sight that will forever 
be etched in the בָחוּרִים’s memory – R' Leib had placed his hand over 
his eyes so as not to see who had played this trick on him. With a 
quick apology, the boys dismissed themselves and ran from the room. 
What could have become a major embarrassment and source of 
shame for many years to come became an opportunity for the  ֹּאש ר
 .בֵין אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ to teach his students an invaluable lesson in יְשִיבָה

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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מָא: ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ
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Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק א׳ פרק ז׳:ט׳  -ספר אהבת חסד   
*Where there is a clear indication from the borrower that he does not 
intend to pay the loan even though he has the means, a ית דִין לִיחַ בֵּ  is שְׁ
permitted to enter the home of the borrower to attempt to retrieve a 
כּוֹן ץ חַיִים In such a case, the .מַשְׁ וָה teaches, there is a חָפֵּ  to repay a מִצְׁ
loan (וָה רִיעַת בַעַל חוֹב מִצְׁ וֹת This is similar to any .(פְׁ ית דִין that מִצְׁ  has the בֵּ
responsibility to make sure the וָה ית דִין is upheld. Although מִצְׁ  is בֵּ
aggressively involved in enforcing the payment, they are not allowed to 
sell the borrower as an עֶבֶד to cover his loan. 
*This is intended only as a guide. Please review any real-life situations with a competent Rov.  

While it is the הֲלָכָה that ית דִין פָט cannot sell someone to pay back a loan, the בֵּ  שַעַר הַמִשְׁ
explains that there are some קִים  that are of the opinion that the borrower must fulfill פוֹסְׁ
his וָה  to pay. This means he should must try to hire himself to work for others and use מִצְׁ
the proceeds to pay up his loan. 

• Based on most of נַז כְׁ מוֹרִיד  which does not add ,נוּסָח אַשְׁ
 during the summer, one who remembers not saying הַטָל
 must go back to the אַתָה קָדוֹש after beginning מַשִיב הָרוּחַ 

beginning of רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ   .שְׁ
• However, one whose נוּסָח adds מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer 

does not go back, even if he definitely said מוֹרִיד הַטָל. 

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

R' Leib (Aryeh Ze’ev) Gurwicz זַצַ״ל was a י  who taught every רֶבִּ
moment of his life. His home was across the street from the 
יבָה יבָה facing the ,יְשִּ  building. He would learn in the front יְשִּ
room with his curtains wide open. Just before retiring late at 
night, he would close them. In the morning, he re-opened the 
curtains and learned before davening. He once explained, “ ְיך אִּ
יךְ נוּצט אוֹיס מײַן צײַט! י אַזוֹי אִּ יסן װִּ ים זאָלעֶן װִּ ידִּ יל אַז מײַנעֶ תַלְמִּ  װִּ
— I want my students to know how I spend my time!” 

Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller) 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The father of R' Leib 
Gurwicz ״ל צַּ ״ל ,זַּ צַּ ה אַהֲרֹן זַּ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
Kushelevsky, was a descendant of 
a long line of מְדִים  ,teachers ,מְלַּ
and was the town’s רָב. His 
mother, ת רייכל ע״ה  was a ,מָרַּ
direct descendant of the Vilna 
Gaon, a reason that accounted 
for R' Leib adopting many of the 
גְרָ״א   .מִנְהָגֵי הַּ
 R' Leib once told a young 
grandchild that, although he does 
not remember very much from 
his own childhood years, there 
was one episode, which must be 
his earliest childhood memory, 
that he will always cherish. He 
recalled that as a young child, his 
mother made him a special cake 
for his חוּמָש (or סִדּוּר) סִיוּם. The 
family lived in impoverished 
circumstances. However, the 
delight his mother showed by 
baking the small cake stayed 
etched in his memory forever. 
 In a similar vein, R' Leib’s 
father recognized his young son’s 
potential and was very anxious 
for him to learn in the Lithuanian 
 Unfortunately, Malat was .יְשִיבוֹת
in Poland and the countries of 
Poland and Lithuania were on the 
brink of war at the time. Travel 

between the two countries was 
illegal and extremely dangerous. 
 On a cold winter 
morning, R' Leib boarded the 
horse and cart that would take 
him to the border. Once there, he 
would need to slip undetected 
into Poland. Before saying 
goodbye, ה אַהֲרֹן  took off his ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
only coat and handed it to his 
son. R' Leib protested. “How can I 
take your coat when I know that 
you will suffer in the cold?”  ר׳
ה אַהֲרֹן  responded, “I have מֹשֶׁ
already learned in יְשִיבָה and am 
no longer in the early stages of 
growth in תוֹרָה like you are. 
Therefore, you are the one who 
deserves the coat…”   
 My לְמִיד  any ,תַּ
meaningful gesture can be as 
small as a tasty piece of cake or 
as large as giving away the only 
protection from the cold Russian 
winters. However, such gestures 
are sometimes more powerful 
than any ס  R' Leib .שמוּעֶׁ
internalized his parents’  ת אַהֲבַּ
תוֹרָה  which he tenderly ,הַּ
transmitted for eternity to his 
children and לְמִידִים  .תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

Story adapted from Sunset (Hanoch Teller) and interviews 
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This Week in History
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Landau of Strikov-Kiniev, הי״ד. He was born in 
Zaloshin to R' Elimelech Menachem Mendel Landau 
of Strikov in 4642 / 3882. In 3432, he was appointed 
 פְטִירָה in Kiniev, near Ostrovtza. After his father’s רָב
in 3416, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק was named Strikover Rebbe. 
However, he remained in Kiniev, a small town with 
just a few dozen Yidden, for it was close to R' Meir 
Yechiel Halevi of Ostrovtza.  
Later, when a fire broke out and burned down the 
entire town, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק moved to Zgerzh, the city 
where his father held court at the end of his life. 
There he founded ית אַהֲרֺן  where tens of ,יְשִיבַת בֵּ
outstanding בָחוּרִים learned. ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק himself 
gave a שִעוּר in the יְשִיבָה. He was active in Agudas 
Yisrael, and participated in the third כְנֶסִיָה גְדוֹלָה in 
Marienbad.  
With the outbreak of WWII, ר׳ יַעֲקֺב יִצְחָק and his 
family fled Zgerzh and settled in Warsaw.  ר׳ יַעֲקֺב
 was taken to the Warsaw Ghetto, where he יִצְחָק
was active in עֶזְרַת תּוֹרָה, the organization that tried 
to help the י חֲכָמִים  in the Ghetto. The תַּלְמִידֵּ
Strikover חֲסִידִים arranged for the Rebbe to work in 
a uniform factory.  
Later, the Rebbe and his family were transferred to 
a bunker. He lifted the spirits of those who were in 
the bunker. On שְבִיעִי שֶל פֶסַח the Nazis found the 
bunker and sent all the Yidden to Lublin. The Rebbe 
was returned to Warsaw to work, but from there 
they were all sent to Treblinka, where he and his 
son R' Tuviah, son-in-law of R' Avraham of Slonim, 
were killed ם  .הי״ד ,on 4 Cheshvan עַל קִדּוּש הַשֵּ
Another son, R' Avraham Landau, זי״ע, made his 
way to ל  where he rebuilt ,אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
Strikover חֲסִידוּת, first in ל אָבִיב י בְרַק and later in תֵּּ  .בְנֵּ

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

ם  שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Caught in the Act (Part 2)
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Hey Shmuel, 
let’s go play 
outside in the 

snow!

...The Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t 

even look in our 
direction!

Sure Yehuda, 
hold on while I put 

on my coat…

Wow! he’s going 
on to yeshiva as if 
nothing happened!

Yehuda was a young student 
who learned in the Chevron 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. One 
night, a rare snow fell. The 
snow blanketed the entire city.

R’ Simcha Mordechai Ziskind זצ״ל, also known as R’ Simcha Zissel Broide, the son of 
 In his early years, he learned in .ירוּשׁלים was born in ,טוֹבא רײֵזל and ר׳ חזקיהוּ אַברהם
 he went to learn ,בר מצוה At the age of .ר׳ מרדכי דוד לוין זצ״ל under תלמוּד תּוֹרה עץ חיים
in ישיבת חברוֹן, where he spent the next 75 years of his life. In 1941, he married Golda 
Miriam ע״ה, the daughter of R’ Moshe Finkel זצ״ל, the ראשׁ ישיבה of Slabodka and
in ראשׁ מתיבתא in 1945 and was appointed שׁעוּרים He began delivering his .חברוֹן
1951. In 1961, he became ראשׁ ישיבה. He was recognized for his sensitivity, חכמה and 
practical דעת תּוֹרה. His ספרים include חלק ביאוּרים ,ש״ם דר ,חבר מאמרי התּוֹרה and מאמרים 

.among others ,חלק

Rebbe, it would 
seem that the 

Rosh yeshiva walked 
away without even 
looking at those 

bochurim...!

What purpose did I have to 
turn around and see who threw 

the snowball? I have no doubt that 
the snowball hit me unintentionally. 
Therefore, why should I have turned 

around? It would have caused 
unnecessary embarrassment to the 

bochurim!

Chevron Yeshivah the next 
afternoon during the break:

Until… To the boys horror, the 
snowball hit the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron, R’ 

Simcha Zissel Broide zt”l, 
squarely in the face.

The boys played 
for some time…

At that moment, both boys 
wished they could disappear 

under the snow. They envisioned 
the sharp look they would get 

from R’ Simcha Zissel.
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ה אַהֲרֹן born in Malat, Poland, to ,ר׳ לײֵבּ )אַרְיֵה זְאֵב( זַצַ״ל  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
(town רָב) and רייכל Kushelevsky, left home at בַּר מִצְוָה age to 
learn in Vina, Lithuania, for 1½ years, before joining  יְשִיבַת

 Gurwicz, when he went ,בְּשֵם אִמוֹ His needed to travel with a passport .מִיר
to Baronovitz. He learned with רְמַן הי״ד לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ  for a תַלְמִיד/חַבְרוּתָא as a ר׳ אֶׁ
year before leaving to Brisk where he joined the שִעוּר of the Brisker רָב. In 
1932, he married לִיבָּא, R' Elya Lopian’s daughter. בְּהַשְגָחַת ד׳, due to R' Elya’s 
wife’s ר׳ לײֵבּ ,פְטִירָה moved to the UK, initially serving as a מַגִיד שִעוּר in  יְשִיבַת
 of ראֹש יְשִיבָה in the East End. In 1948, he became the רָב and עֵץ חַיִים
Gateshead. He served as סְגַן נָשִיא of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל הָעוֹלָמִית. His רָאשֵי  ,סְפָרִים
שְעָרִיםמְאוֹרֵי  and אַרְזָא דְבֵי רַב ,שְעָרִים , are classics today.  

 ד' חשון  
5666 – 5743 
1906 – 1982 

The Brisker רָב took an exceptional liking to  ר׳
ר׳ לײֵבּ קעֶן “ ,and would say זַצַ״ל Gurwicz לײֵבּ
ר׳  ”!R' Leib can [really] learn — !לעֶרנעֶן
יחַ  the famous ,שַדְכָן s’לײֵבּ יר of מַשְגִּ ר׳  ,מִּ
יַאן told ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz יְרוּחָם  Go“ ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳ לֹפִּ
to the יסְקֶר רָב לײֵבּלעֶ ‘ ask for ,בְּרִּ
 was known ר׳ לײֵבּ which is how] ’מאַלאַטר
in יבָה לּוּי He is the .[יְשִּ  you seek. You will עִּ
find in this בָּחוּר more יווּת  and גַדְלוּת בַּתּוֹרָה ,עֲנִּ
ם רְאַת שָמַיִּ  than in any other!” This sufficed for יִּ
 who later referred to his son-in-law as a living ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳
ים ילַת יְשָרִּ  .מְסִּ
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 s generation several opportunities’נֺחַ  offered the people of ד׳ 
to save themselves from destruction. ״י שִׁ יתַו:יד) ר  רֵאשִׁ  questions why (בְּ
 did ד׳ .ark, in order to be saved ,תֵבָה to labor and build a נֺחַ  required ד׳
not need  ַנֺח to do any work to be saved; ד׳ has many ways to perform 
miracles without effort. Why did  ַנֺח have to work hard and build a 
massive תֵבָה for all to see? 
״י   שִׁ  in order for תֵבָה to build the נֺחַ  wanted ד׳ explains that ר 
everyone to see this major construction and ask what was happening. 
 would respond to the questioning of the inquisitive passersby by נֺחַ 
explaining that their ways were angering ד׳ and they had to do שוּבָה  ,תְּ
repent; otherwise the world would be destroyed. The questioning and 
construction were not completed in a month or two —  ַנֺח worked on 
the תֵבָה and answered the people’s questions every day for 120 years, 
giving them many opportunities to do שוּבָה   .תְּ
 When the rain began falling ד׳ was still hoping that the 
people would do שוּבָה  ,He brought down the rain with mercy .תְּ
intending to change the initial rainfall into רָכָה מֵיַבְּ שְּ  ,rains of blessing ,גִׁ
if the people would only do שוּבָה שוּבָהַ .תְּ  starts with a change in the תְּ
heart — a person must regret the sin. Do you know what else is 
required תוֹרָה ןַה  שוּבָה to be part of the process for מִׁ   ?תְּ
    The ְנּוּך חִׁ וָהַשסד in סֵפֶרַה  צְּ וָה teaches that there is a מִׁ צְּ  to מִׁ
verbalize that one regrets a sin based on the words טָאתָם דּוַּאֶתַח  ו  תְּ הִׁ  ,וְּ
and they shall confess their sins (בָרַה:ז דְּ מִׁ   .(ב 

 Why is remorse in the heart not enough? The  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers two 
possible explanations.  
 The first is that when a person verbalizes a thought, it helps 
him come to realize that his actions are not hidden from ד׳. On the 
contrary, by speaking out loud about his sin the person is showing that 
he believes that everything is revealed to ד׳. All his hidden actions do 
not remain locked in his heart; on the contrary — the sins are open 
and ד׳ sees the sins; they are as obvious as when the person speaks 
about them. 
 The second reason that the  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers is similar to having to 
say “I’m sorry,” rather than simply thinking it. You cannot compare the 
two. Speaking the words “I’m sorry” takes effort and means much 
more. Similarly, when a person speaks about a sin, it makes a stronger, 
more lasting impression. A person will think twice before sinning not 
because he needed to verbalize the sin, but because the sin becomes 
far more concrete when a person verbalizes it. 
 The  ְנּוּך חִׁ goes on to explain that after a person expresses his 
regret for his sins it will also create a barrier that will protect him from 
future sins. ד׳, Who is the Ultimate Goodness, Who seeks the best for 
His creation, taught His people the path of שוּבָה  that involves תְּ
mentioning the sin out loud so that His people will sin less and will 
merit blessing and eternal rewards. 
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In honor of all grandfathers/fathers/uncles/brothers/sons that learned in this years  ישיבת חול המועד
 !learning programs that took place across the country and around the world!   Keep it up אבות ובנים

פרשה: נח     הפטרה: רני עקרה לא ילדה... )ישעיהו נד:א-נה:ה(

דף יומי: ביצה ל״ט
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